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CLASSNOTES

ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVID BAMUNDO RC'90

Alumni Advice

Follow Your Entrepreneurial Dreams!

During these tough economic times, don’t abandon
your goal of starting a business, says Carol
Wilkerson GSC'96, a regional communications
director at the U.S. Small Business Administration
(sba.gov). Consider her advice to increase your
chances for success.

Connect with an experienced counselor. The SBA
offers free training and counseling services through
its nationwide offices. Wilkerson also recommends
SCORE, a nonprofit association and SBA resource partner that matches volunteer business execs
with new business owners for one-on-one sessions and training programs (score.org).

dB.

Develop a strong business plan. Wilkerson suggests that business owners keep in mind a five-
year financial projection as well as a clear concept that sets them apart from the competition,
manageable business goals and timelines, and a solid marketing strategy. Visit sba.gov's “Small
Business Planner” section for guidelines and examples.

Seek aid. Wilkerson says your SCORE counselor will help match you with appropriate financing to
leverage your business. For example, the 8(a) Business Development Program helps socially or
economically disadvantaged small businesses compete in the marketplace.

An Insider’s Travel Guide /_

Want to make the most of your next vacation?
Madeline Ditchey DC'83, a travel agent and manager
at Liberty Travel in Deptford (libertytravel.com), dishes
her best tips from 25 years in the business.
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Start planning now. Ditchey recommends that
clients book vacations 11 months out. For discounts
on high-end summer vacations, there are often
plenty of deals in the fall.
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A little upfront could save you a lot. Buy travel
insurance. If you cancel or interrupt your vacation for a
sickness or death in the family, you can get all of your money back from the insurance company.
“People do get hurt on vacation and things do happen. So, if you have insurance, you get med-
ical and life coverage,” she says. Insurance costs an average of $79 a person.

Why you should book through an agent: Your agent should not only help you get the best
prices for hotels and airfare. “If it's a honeymoon couple or a regular client, we'll tell the hotel
‘this client is VIP," and they’re more likely to get upgraded. We also reserve tee-off times and
restaurants and book excursions.” — Diana Kelly RC'04, SCILS'04

» Blog about your area of expertise at Ralumni.com.

Global Sales. Her email address is TmcPaula@
aol.com.

Thomas Spychalski UCN'79 was appointed
treasurer of the Arthritis Foundation’s New
Jersey chapter.

Walter Steinheimer LC'79 is the owner and
founder of Seminole Business Masters.

Class Column: Join your classmates for a fun-filled cele-
bration of our 30th Reunion this May! Plans for a variety
of activities for our class will be finalized shortly. We're
asking for your help in spreading the word to classmates
you're still in touch with, but for whom the alumni office
may not have current addresses. Do you still keep in
touch with your fellow dorm residents, Targum friends, lab
partners? Let them know about this exciting chance to
rekindle old friendships face to face.

By now you should have received a “save the date”
postcard announcing the big weekend. If you didn’t and
you're interested in attending, please contact me at
Ivzm @optonline.net or the alumni office at
RUAlumni @alumni.rutgers.edu or 732-932-7490, ext. 225.

— Linda Van Zandt Morris RC'79: lvzm @optonline.net

8 Atim (Ogunba) George GSE'80 is a senior

foreign service officer assigned to the
U.S. Embassy in Nigeria as counselor for pub-
lic affairs. She works to promote peace and
security, economic prosperity, democratic prac-
tices, and human-capital development.

Michael Mottola GSNB’80, SMLR'80 was
appointed assistant vice chancellor for labor
relations at the Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education.

Carl Shelton Jr. LC'80 is a director of investiga-
tions and inspector general in the U.S. Marine
Corps.

Eugene Varsalona NCAS'80 founded Fugene J.
Varsalona CPA in Little Ferry. He was elected
2008-09 president of the New Jersey Society
of CPAs Bergen County Chapter.

Class Column: Laura Zucker RC'80, CLAW’85 writes
that she is a mother of three, “attorney in a past life,” and
now an award-winning singer/songwriter. She is an
acoustic-guitar player and vocalist who released her first
(D, Left Foot Forward, in August 2006 to much critical
acclaim. The Rl Muse describes Zucker’s music as “expertly
crafted songs, accessible and compelling, performed with
a seasoned finesse and a vocal quality that is honest and
direct”

She’s the winner of West Coast Songwriters’ Best Song
of 2007 for “I Can't Let Go” and Best Song of 2006 for “It
Was You.” In 2007, she was invited to play at the presti-
gious Kerrville Folk Festival in Kerrville, Texas. Her song
“Memorial Day” was a finalist in the Public Domain
Foundation’s Music to Life contest, resulting in extensive
airplay on XM Radio. Her music video for “Memorial Day”
is on YouTube and has risen to No. 7 (from 510) on Neil
Young’s “Living With War Today " video page
(neilyoung.com/lwwtoday/lwwvideospage.html). A rising
star in the modern acoustic folk world, she has been
compared to James Taylor and Shawn Colvin. Visit
laurazucker.com for a listen.

— Ken Reid RC'80: 607 Talmadge Court SE, Leesburg,
VA 20175; reidkd @verizon.net
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Log in at Ralumni.com to post and read Class Notes in the new Rutgers Alumni Online Community!



